point of reference for reconstructing the content of houses and household organisation in Antiquity. Full reports on the small fi nds from late antique domestic excavations, however, are seldom published, and even then they are collected in separate catalogues that are often ordered by material category instead of archaeological context or functional category. In addition, in most cases, more attention is paid to artefacts which are exceptionally well-preserved or which have a high art-historical value. This selective recording of fi nds, together with the fact that probably the largest part of the furniture and household implements is not preserved, give a biased view of the objects present in houses during Late Antiquity.
Hoards of household implements, often found away from houses themselves, frequently provide a better idea of house contents. Such hoards are generally a collection of valuable and less valuable domestic artefacts, which, even though they are no longer connected to the places in which they were used, form a confi guration of objects belonging together. Examples are the Modena hoards and the Sevso treasure. Some idea of function can be gained from architecture, when features such as marble tables or panels survive, or decoration, such as mosaic fl oors, give clues. But most publications of late antique houses only consider the architectural layout of the building, focusing on the reception and dining rooms of large urban and rural villas. Our dependence on literary sources for reconstructing everyday life in houses is still strong: it is largely this which allows us to label rooms and to describe the daily rhythms of life: but the relevant source material, present in texts as diverse as Libanius, the legal codes, saints' lives, sermons and narrative histories has not yet been fully assembled, though "The end of the Roman House" by Ellis (1988) makes a good beginning.
The A.D. 749 earthquake in Palestine yielded exceptionally wellpreserved deposits of domestic assemblages, providing insight into household organisation in the Early Umayyad period. At Pella, the earthquake caught humans and animals by surprise, trapping them in the middle of their activities with the objects they were using close at hand. Similar material can be expected from other sites in the region, but generally at these sites most attention has been paid to public monuments, leaving residential areas largely unexplored. Late antique houses with destruction deposits containing artefact confi gurations sealed within their architectural framework have also been found at Alexandria, Ptolemais, Beirut, Argos, Anemurion and Sardis. Other sites were gradually abandoned, leaving little material linked to the
